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Grassroots Democracy a?? Part 1 Governance (New NCERT) Easy Notes

Introduction:-

Have you ever wondered why we have rules at home, in school, or on the road? Without rules, there
would be confusion everywhere! Imagine a classroom where no one listens to the teachera??total
chaos!

Just like rules help at home and school, they are needed in society too. We need rules to keep order
and authorities to make sure everyone follows them.

¢ The process of making rules and ensuring they are followed is called governance.
e The systemor officials.that create and enforce these rules is called the government. But who
makes these rules? Can they change? Leta??s find out!

Three Organs of Government:-

Well, now you know what is Government, but the government is not a single person. The government
needs to serve different purposes. Hence, it has three different branches or organs:

1. Legislature &?? This branch makes and updates laws.
o Who are Legislatures?
» They are elected representatives, like Members of Parliament (MPs) and Members
of Legislative Assemblies (MLAS).
2. Executive &?? This branch enforces and implements the laws.
o Who are Executives?
= This involves the President, Prime Minister, Ministers, and the police or any agency
responsible for keeping order.
3. Judiciary a?? This branch decides punishments and checks if laws are fair.
o Who is Judiciary?
= The judiciary is the system of courts, like the Supreme Court, High Courts and
District Courts

For example: The shift from offline to online payment made life easier but also created new threats like
cybercrimes. So, here all three organs will do their respective works:
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These three organs work together to keep society safe and fair!

e Each organ has its own task to perform, and no one can intervene in anothera??s task. This is
called Separation of Powers.
e However, they still interact.and-work-together to maintain a balanced system.

What if any of these organs take advantage of their power?
Well, if this happens, it can cause problems in the government.
But dona??t worry, we have a solution.

¢ In our country, each organ can check the others and fix things if they go wrong. This is called
checks and balances.
o For Example:- If the Legislature makes a bad law, the Judiciary can step in and say ita??s
unfair.

Three Levels of Government

e 1ta?7?s difficult for just one level of government to manage the entire country.

e Thata??s why we have three levels: Local, State, and Union or Central Governments.

e Each level has different responsibilities and works together to make sure everything runs
smoothly.
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For Example:-

- Central Government: Helps in severe floods by sending relief supplies, the army, etc.

at The
State slate - State Government: Steps in if many towns and vilages are affected, sending rescue teams.
Government Lewel

at Fhe fowe
Local or Vidlage - Local Government: Handles small floods in a district.
Government Leaeel

Mottos of Important Institutions :

a?? Government of Indiaa??s Motto:
e Satyameva Jayate a?? 4??Truth alone.triumphs.a?e
a?? Supreme Courta??s Motto: ;

e Yato Dharmastato Jayah &4?? 4??Where there is dharma, there is victory.a?e

Legislature Farliament ; Local Sabha and Rajya Sabha
President (nominal head) and Prime Minister (executive head)
| Judiciary H Supreme Court of India

_| L;islature % State Legislature ; Vidhan Sabha and Vidhan Parishad
_E\—} Governor (nominal head) and Chief Minister (executive head)

Regional /State Level 1 .
_| Judiciarg l-—} High Court

Municipal Corporation (for big cities)
Urban Local Bodies
Municipality (for smaller towns)

Rurallocal Bodies

Zila Parishad
Block Samiti
Gram Panchayat

Union/Centeral Level

Local/District Level

District Hospitals, Government Schools & Colleges,
District Courts, Public Works Departments and many more.

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
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e Born: 1931, Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu

e Nicknamed: a??Missile Man of Indiaa?e

e Famous for:
o His role in Indiad??s space programme,
o missile development,
o and nuclear capabilities.

e 11th President of India (2002-2007).

e Dr. Kalam was deeply connected to young Indians, motivating them to dream big and work hard.

¢ He also focused on the importance of good education and innovation.

¢ Despite being the President, he remained humble and committed to social causes.

¢ Although he gave us many inspiring thoughts, | would to.include this one:- If you fail, remember
F.A.L.L. = First Attempt In Learning. No means a??Next Opportunitya??. ~ A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

Democracy:-

e Democracy means a??rule by the people.a?e
e It comes from two Greek words: dA?mos (people) and kratos (rule). So, in democracy, the
people make decisions.

How Does Democracy Work?

¢ Imagine your class wants to tell the principal something important, but not everyone can go. So,
your class chooses a representative to speak for them.

¢ In a democracy, people choose representatives like MLASs (in states) or MPs (in the national
government) to speak and make decisions for them.

e Thus, people choose representatives by voting in elections.

Indiad??s Democracy:-

¢ India is the largest democracy in the world.
e Over 970 million people in India can vote in elections to choose their representatives.
¢ If youd??re above 18 years old, you can also vote!

Page 4 Preeti
Social Science Easy Notes



SOCIALSCIENCESIMPLIFIED.COM
socialsciencesimplified@gmail.com

Direct Democracy: It is a type of democracy where all citizens directly participate in decision-making,
without representatives. (This type of democracy works well in countries with a small population.)

Grassroots democracy: It means that everyone, even in small towns or villages, can have a say in
what happens in their community.

The chapter is now complete! | hope each concept was easy for you to understand and you feel
confident about the material. Feel free to share your feedback and comments on the notes
posted. Your thoughts are always welcome!
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