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Understanding Secularism | Easy and detailed Notes for class 8th

Introduction:

Think about making friends. You don’t start by asking about religion or caste, do you? But what if
religion mattered most in our country? Imagine every introduction starting with questions about beliefs.
It's a curious idea, isn't it? Luckily, our laws prevent that. As students, let’s learn about secularism in
India—where the government treats all religions equally, promoting unity in diversity.

What is Secularism?

Secularism means keeping religion separate from the government, ensuring fairness for all beliefs. It
guarantees equal treatment regardless of religion, allowing everyone to practice freely. This
encourages fairness and ensures that people of all faiths can coexist peacefully without government
interference.

Why is it important to separate\Religion from the State?

While the reason for the separation of religion from the government is evident from its meaning,
grasping it with examples is ‘crucial. The reasons are:-

1. To stop the tyranny of one community: The separation of religion from the government
prevents the dominance of any one community, ensuring fairness for all.
o For example, in a secular democracy, laws are not based on any particular religious
doctrine, allowing people of all faiths to be treated equally under the law.
2. For the freedom to interpret: the separation of religion from government allows individuals to
understand beliefs without interference.
o For example, in a secular state, people can practice their faith freely without the
government favoring or imposing any specific religion.
3. To bring Harmony among different religion: When people enjoy equal treatment without
government intervention, agitation diminishes.
o For example, in a secular society, government neutrality respects diverse beliefs, fostering
peaceful coexistence.

What is Indian Secularism?

Indian secularism maintains “principled distance” from religion, allowing some government
involvement, ensuring harmony.
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There are three objectives in Indian Secularism:-

¢ Inter-religious secularism: It prevents domination of one religious community by another.
¢ Intra-religious secularism: It ensures equality within religious communities.
¢ Religious freedom: It safeguards individuals’ religious freedom.

Indian ways to prevent domination of particular group or religion:

1. Strategy of distancing: The government stays neutral in religious matters to avoid bias.
o For example, the government provides public holidays for religious occasions without
favoring any particular religion.
2. Strategy of non interference: The state refrains from interfering in religious matters to uphold
individual freedom of religion.
o For example, Sikhs freely wear turbans.
o Muslims observe daily prayers without interference.
3. Strategy of intervention: The government intervenes to safeguard humanity from harmful
religious activities, ensuring peace and safety for all.
o For example, the government has intervened to eradicate practices like untouchability,
widow immolation, and triple talag.

Secularism in USA, France and India:

¢ In the United States, the First Amendment says the government can’t support any religion. So,
public schools stay neutral and don’'t promote any religion.

¢ In India, they believe in treating all religions equally. That's why public schools celebrate different
festivals from different religions.

¢ In France, they have a rule called laicité. This means public schools don't allow students to wear
anything that shows their religion. They do this to make sure everyone feels equal at school.
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